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Excellences,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear friends,

The European Parliament greatly appreciates the invitation as Observer to the 41st General
Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly. We regret that due to the pandemic,
we could not meet in person this time. Indeed, it is an honour and a privilege to address you on
behalf of the European Parliament. This is also a great opportunity to exchange views and to
mutually keep abreast of the latest developments in our regions.

We very much appreciate that you have chosen for this year’s General Assembly the overall
theme “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN”. The role of
Parliamentary Diplomacy is usually underestimated. However, we in the European Parliament
believe that Parliamentary Diplomacy can play an important role, not only among our member
Parliaments but also in our relations with third countries and international organizations.

Covid-19

In times of hardship, like the one the world is experiencing with the Covid-19 pandemic, our
priority should be and is solidarity and cooperation.

First, naturally, cooperation within our own regions, South-East Asia and Europe.

We both, EU and ASEAN, have seen that even on issues of national competence, regional
cooperation and solidarity are of the utmost importance to help and support our people, our
economies and our societies.

ASEAN has shown, through the Hanoi Plan of Action on Strengthening ASEAN Economic
Cooperation and Supply Chain Connectivity, that regional integration projects could help your
countries to meet jointly the challenges of COVID-19.

The European Union has acted in a similar way, following the urgent request of the European
Parliament to take action at the EU level. After weeks of intense negotiations, our leaders have
agreed at the Special European Council of 17 to 21 July 2020 to a comprehensive package
of €1.8 trillion, which combines the new Multiannual Financial Framework for the years 2021
and 2027 and an extraordinary recovery package of €750 billion under the Next Generation EU
instrument. Both together, the 2021-2027 budget and the recovery package will help the EU to
rebuild after the pandemic and will allow the EU to fulfil its long-term objectives, such as
investment in the green and digital transitions.

This historic package is now being scrutinised by the European Parliament before it becomes
EU law. The European Parliament is a budgetary authority, on an equal footstep with the
Council of the European Union, and as such, it has the competence to amend the budgetary



proposal of the Commission of the European Union. It will insist on a stronger rule of law
mechanism linking it up to the budget and on parliamentary scrutiny of the recovery package.

Beyond our separate regional efforts, we, the EU and ASEAN, have also shown that
international cooperation is indispensable to win the battle of the pandemic. In July, the
European Union decided to more than double its financial pledge for the 10 ASEAN Member
States in order to help combat the spread of Covid-19 and to mitigate the economic and social
impact of the deadly pandemic. Building on four decades of region-to-region partnership, the
European Union has mobilised a “Team Europe” package of over €800 million for the ASEAN
region. Following this “Team Europe” approach, the EU combines its resources with those of
EU Member States and financial institutions.

The funds will support actions at country and regional level to address the immediate health
crisis, strengthen health, water and sanitation systems, as well as mitigate the socio-economic
impact. The package includes regional support to the World Health Organisation (WHO), as
well as to enhance collaboration between scientific organisations. In ASEAN Member States,
programmes target civil society support, budget support for economic recovery, health care
facilities and testing capacities, as well as humanitarian assistance. The EU is working with
ASEAN on a regional level to exchange experiences in regional responses to the crisis, as
agreed at the first virtual EU-ASEAN Foreign Ministers Meeting held on 20 March 2020.

EU-ASEAN relations

The close cooperation we are developing to combat the pandemic is just an example of the
deepening relationship between ourselves, as we are currently operating under the second EU-
ASEAN Plan of Action (2018-2022).

In a world where multilateralism and the post-World War II international order are
experiencing a rough time and many uncertainties, we must be aware of the strength of our
own regional entities and of our mutual cooperation, and we must reinforce it.

There are a number of important similarities between us. We are both regional organisations
with legal personalities. Like the EU, ASEAN is a key factor of stability in a challenging
regional context at a time of geopolitical volatility and unpredictability. We both believe in
rules-based multilateralism as opposed to the law of the strongest. We both were founded to
promote peace and prosperity. We seek to integrate the economies of our Member States into
a single market. The EU fully supports the principle of ASEAN centrality and its efforts to
build and consolidate a rules-based regional architecture, such as the ASEAN Economic
Community. We are both committed to protecting and promoting human rights. Both the EU
and ASEAN are engaged in ambitious and comprehensive trade agreements. Finally, we hold
regular political and economic dialogues with other important external partners: USA, China,
India, Japan and Russia.

Over four decades, ASEAN and the European Union have established a relationship of which
we can be proud. The potential for greater engagement is enormous. From trade to climate,
from maritime security to counterterrorism, together we can strengthen our two regions and
make a difference with global impact. Further enhancing our relations based on common
interests and shared values is a priority for the EU.



Trade and Investment

EU-ASEAN relations are particularly perceived through the lens of trade and economic
relations, because free and fair trade is part of our identity. It is therefore crucial to uphold these
principles and to counter the rise of protectionism.

Indeed, the facts are impressive. The EU is ASEAN’s second largest trading partner as well as
the biggest provider of Foreign Direct Investment in ASEAN. ASEAN as a whole represents
the EU's third largest trading partner.

The EU concluded Free Trade Agreements with Singapore and Vietnam and negotiates
currently others with Indonesia and the Philippines. Our ultimate goal remains to establish a
region-to-region Free Trade Agreement. It will require more time and more experts' work, but
the agreements with Singapore and Vietnam have now delivered the first building blocks.

Strategic Partnership

Beyond trade and economic relations, the European Union aims at upgrading the EU-ASEAN
relations to a Strategic Partnership with a view to promoting our strong common interests.

Many of our interests coincide, as do many of the challenges we face. Most crises today have
a global impact. Conflicts in the EU's neighbourhood have an impact on markets and societies
elsewhere, including here in South East Asia. Tensions and radicalisation in the Asia-Pacific
can destabilise the world well beyond your region. However, if we join forces, we can achieve
more and in a better way.

The EU is a global security provider developing a more ambitious Common Security and
Defence Policy. It deploys civilian missions and military operations outside its territory. This
happens in close cooperation with NATO. Against this background, the EU is committed to
enhanced security cooperation in and with Asia. It reiterates its offer to contribute substantially
to policy and security/defence related fora led by ASEAN, including the ASEAN Regional
Forum, the East Asia Summit and the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus. In this
context, the EU has co-chaired a number of initiatives in the ASEAN Regional Forum
framework, including Meetings on Counter-Terrorism, Transnational Crime and on Maritime
Security.

Regarding maritime security issues in the South China Sea, the EU remains committed to the
principles of international law, as enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS), to ensure the peaceful and sustainable use of the seas and oceans. In
particular, the Freedom of navigation must be ensured.

We believe that all claimants in the South China Sea should refrain from unilateral actions,
such as a militarisation of the area. The deployment of missiles in the South China Sea is not
conducive to a peaceful environment, including for negotiations on a Code of Conduct, and
contradicts earlier declarations. We as the EU call for transparent negotiations and their rapid
conclusion for an effective and legally binding Code of Conduct between China and ASEAN.

Moreover, we have an enhanced cooperation in the field of crisis response and disaster
management, including through EU support to the ASEAN Centre for Humanitarian
Assistance. We have developed over the years a robust dialogue on Human Rights, supported



through the Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (READI). The EU also organises with
ASEAN High Level Dialogues on Maritime Security and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Integration, Connectivity and Sectoral Cooperation

The EU is a major development partner of ASEAN with €2 billion of bilateral support to
ASEAN Member States. It is the biggest donor to the ASEAN Secretariat, with over €200
million of grant funding in support of ASEAN regional integration for the period 2014-2020.

The Enhanced Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (E-READI) supports with €20
million EU-ASEAN cooperation and experience sharing, engaging policy-makers, civil society
and the private sector across many areas, including circular and digital economy, fisheries,
clean energy or road transport.

Furthermore, the EU supports with the ARISE Plus programme (€94 million) ASEAN
economic and trade connectivity in the areas of trade facilitation, customs and transport, quality
standards in food safety and pharmaceuticals, civil aviation, intellectual property rights,
economic and trade statistics and integration monitoring.

The EU is also supporting in ASEAN countries the sustainable use of peatlands and haze
mitigation (€20 million), biodiversity conservation and management of protected areas (€10
million) and strengthening disaster management capacities through support to the ASEAN
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (€10 million). A new programme on environmentally
sustainable and climate resilient cities is also under preparation.

In addition, the €10 million EU programme in support to higher education in the ASEAN
region (SHARE) contributes to strengthening the quality, competitiveness and
internationalization of ASEAN higher education institutions and promotes student mobility.
The programme is providing around 500 scholarships to support student and academic
exchanges.

Mobility, Education and Culture

We could multiply the examples of fruitful cooperation between the EU and ASEAN, for
example in the field of mobility, education and culture, with more than 10 million of our people
traveling each year between our regions. This kind of cooperation can make a real difference
to our citizens. Since ultimately, our work as parliamentarians is all about making a real and
positive difference to our people. Of course, now that is hampered by the current pandemic.
We should develop concepts to get back to those figures, once the situation allows.

Students and staff from ASEAN universities receive scholarships, and European students and
staff have taken up work or study in ASEAN countries under the EU's Erasmus Plus
Programme. Here is one area where certainly the best investment in the future consists in
increasing our efforts, so that more talented students and researchers can be exchanged between
our regions, and that we both gain the cultural benefits of global mobility.

The Comprehensive Air Transport Agreement (CATA) we are negotiating would be the first
of its kind and a landmark in our cooperation. With this agreement, ASEAN and the EU can
lay a solid foundation for the development of air transport between the two regions. This
opportunity should not be missed. Once it is in place, thousands of new jobs will be created,



and travellers from both regions will be able to fly for lower prices and with the highest security
standards.

Democracy, human rights and rule of law

The European Parliament particularly stresses safeguarding the principles of democracy,
human rights and the rule of law. We know that we are not always popular and sometimes
blamed for too much focus on these issues. Indeed, it is true that our criticism sometimes is
hard-hitting.

However, it is not our intention to lecture anyone. In fact, it marks our level of commitment to,
and ambition for, these principles and it demonstrates that the European Union is based on
values, principles and the law. As we support an international rules based order, we believe
that international standards and obligations also should be observed in these areas. In fact, we
are equally demanding within the EU as we are externally. As you know, we are very critical
towards our own Member States that ignore these principles.

Strengthening the EU-ASEAN parliamentary dimension

Since the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009, the European Parliament has gained several competences
within the architecture of the EU institutions. Amongst others, it has increased its powers in
the field of foreign affairs, mainly regarding international agreements, thus becoming a co-
legislator on an equal footstep with the Council of the European Union. As a budgetary
authority, the European Parliament can influence developments in foreign affairs.

Moreover, we are convinced that parliamentary diplomacy is an important tool in international
politics, next to the classical diplomacy. In the last 40 years, the EU and ASEAN have made a
lot of headway and progress in our cooperation, mostly at executive level. The European
Parliament believes the time has come to develop further our parliamentary and our person-to-
person cooperation. So far, we meet regularly once a year at the AIPA General Assembly.

As you know, at the AIPA General Assembly 2018 in Singapore we made the proposal to hold
one additional annual inter-regional meeting, ideally as a two-day event, alternating between
our two regions. This would allow for a more structured dialogue between the European
Parliament and AIPA. It would promote deeper exchanges on issues of substance and more
knowledge sharing on working modalities between parliamentarians and support staff from the
two sides. Our long-term goal could be to establish an EU-ASEAN Parliamentary Assembly,
which would enable us to meet regularly with the aim to develop targeted fields of cooperation
between us.

We would like to take the opportunity to reiterate our proposal here in Hanoi and would be
glad to discuss further details with you.

In this context, may we also inform you that the European Parliament decided to open an office
in Jakarta and is currently looking into the logistic and protocol issues in order to implement
its decision. This underlines the European Parliament’s commitment to ASEAN and AIPA.

Finally, we wish you every success for your parliamentary consultations and we are looking
forward to a fruitful cooperation between the European Parliament and the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly.


